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In pursuance of tliis policy lie urged upon tlie Court of Ava tlie
necessity of avoiding any collision with tlie Britisli Government;
and he also advised them to ask for a Resident, as otherwise they
ran the great risk of having one forced upon them on terms they
would not like.

This temporizing was declined in favour of a continuation of
the policy of procrastination., for the more wilful and ignorant
of the King's advisers believed that if the tension with Russia
had led to actual war the British would have lost India, and the
Kingdom of Burma would once more have extended to the Bay
of Bengal. It was the intention of the Burmese G-overnment to
pick a quarrel with the British as soon as they were fully occupied
with troubles elsewhere. M. Haas pointed out the folly of such a
course before the Court of Ava had strengthened their position by
forming alliances with other European nations. He pressed the
Ministers to profit by the present attitude of the Government of India
towards Ava in forming treaties with France, Italy, and Germany,
and to get each of these countries to proclaim Ava as neutral
territory. In pursuance of this astute advice, one of the Ministers
who spoke French fluently was accordingly despatched once more
to Europe during the second half of July 1885.

Finding the Ministers reluctant to follow his views, M. Haas,
early in July, endeavoured to work upon the King through the
Buddhist Archbishop, who had frequent personal interviews with
TMbaw, during which he discoursed on the advantages to be derived
from a close and intimate alliance with France. M. Haas offered to
work with the Burmese Ministers in organizing the finances, and the
general administration of the country; he promised the maintenance
of the integrity of Ava, and gave assurances that when Tonkin
became tranquil the Burmese would have free passage for anything
they required.

So far as concerned preliminary contracts for concessions of
a valuable nature, M. Haas' machinations were successful. By
the middle of July terms had been arranged for the construction
of a French railway in Upper Burma, and for the establishment
of a bank in Ava, and the contracts had been sent to Paris for
formal completion by the French Government. If finally ratified
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